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Intent

Here at Rainbow Forge, we value reading as a key life skill. We are dedicated to enabling all
of our learners to become lifelong readers. Through providing a language rich environment
as well as high quality, diverse texts, all children will have the opportunity to acquire and
develop essential reading skills.

Children will apply these reading skills in a range of subjects across the curriculum and, as a
result, develop their curiosity about the world around them.

We intend to have our pupils leaving Rainbow as lifelong readers, who have an instilled love
of reading in them. For this to happen, we understand that children need to;

e Bereadtoregularly

e Have access to books

e Have choice in what to read

e Have trusted adults and peers recommend books
e Have fun reading experiences

e Have time to read

Experiences in reading will link closely to writing, with children developing a vivid
imagination and ambitious vocabulary. By the time our children leave us in year six, we
expect that they have become fluent and competent readers who can recommend books to
their peers, want to explore new texts and genres and participate confidently in discussions
about books.

Why is reading important?

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and our aim is not only to teach our children to
become fluent and accurate readers, but to enthuse them to have a lifelong passion and
love for reading.

Each classroom has an engaging and inviting reading area. Each class has a range of books
including fiction, non-fiction and poetry, some are related to the topics being studied. These
have been specially selected to be precious, engaging books which lend themselves to being
read within a classroom. Each phase has a library that is stocked with texts for the children
to choose from, this is where children can borrow books to take home and include the
longer novels and specific information texts.



Implementation

At Rainbow Forge we ensure that our provision is based on up to date, robust evidence. The
Educational Endowment Foundation reading house indicates the key areas of provision
needed for effective quality first teaching:
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Our Earliest readers

The content of our EYFS curriculum is driven by high quality texts, and enhanced by the
interests of the children. Pre nursery base their planning on nursery rhymes while FS1 and
FS2 are driven by traditional tales. This addresses the early literacy experiences gap we
recognise some of our children face and fosters a love of reading and rhyme from the
outset.

Phase 1 phonics starts at age 2 with children becoming aware of the sounds around them
and distinguishing these. Children begin to learn that print has meaning and are read to
multiple times a day, both in groups and individually. As they progress through our nursery
setting the phonics becomes more structured with daily phase one sessions taught in our N2

room enabling the children to be blending and recognizing sounds within words ready for
Phase 2 in FS2.

Word reading; Decoding, word recognition, phonological awareness




Rainbow Forge follows the Little Wandle phonics scheme. The children following the
phonics scheme take part in ‘Reading Practice Sessions’ three times a week using the
following format.

Session 1

Decoding

In this session, children will recap the sounds and tricky words
that are in the book. These sounds and tricky words will have
been taught in phonics in the previous weeks. Children will then
read some words from the book fluently. The teacher will have
prepared flashcards for these. The children will decode these in
their head (if age appropriate) and read aloud fluently. If there
are any words in the book that children may be unsure of, the
teacher can clarify them beforehand as well as practicing reading
them.

Children are asked to read independently. The teacher will ‘tap
in’ to listen to each child read. If the child needs to decode the
word, they are reminded to do so in their heads, where deemed
suitable.

Before the end of the session, the teacher can address any
common errors with the children including specific words or
tricky words. In this session, children should be reading this book
with 90% accuracy.

Session 2

Prosody

In this session, children will recap the sounds and tricky words
that are in the book again. Children will then read some words
from the book fluently. Check the children remember the
meaning of the new vocabulary covered yesterday.

Children are asked to read independently. Again, the teacher will
‘tap in’ to listen to each child read.

Then, the teacher will bring the group back together and, using
the pre-selected pages, model how to read them using prosody.
Teachers will draw attention to features of the text including
verbs, punctuation, speech and characters feelings. The teacher
will model a sentence before asking the children to repeat using
prosody.

If there is time, children can write down the sounds or tricky
words that the teacher says.

Session 3

Comprehension

As with all of the sessions, it begins with a recap of GPC’s, words
and tricky words.

Beforehand, the teacher should choose a reading domain as the
focus of this lesson. The children will read the book
independently. The teacher is to ask the question and allow
children time to read the book to find the answer. The teacher
could model explaining how they know the answer is right using
APE (answer it, prove it, explain it) before continuing with other
prepared questions. After this session, the children can take the
book home to celebrate with parents and demonstrate their
fluent reading.




In FS2 and KS1, children are to read their decodable book for the three reading practice
sessions at school. At the end of the week, children should be able to read their book at 95%
fluency. At this point, they can take it home to celebrate their reading with their parents. It
will be read at home for a week before being swapped for the book the children are reading
in school. All children are expected to read their decodable book at least four times a week
with a ‘reading for pleasure’ book being shared on the fifth day.

Moving on from Phonics...

Once children have completed the Little Wandle programme they have Reading Lessons that
continue to develop fluency to perform/read aloud and ensure that the skills of fluency and
comprehension are explicitly taught so that children are enabled to comprehend what they
read at a deeper level.

These sessions allow children to hear good models of reading aloud through echo reading
and text marking to phrase and highlight punctuation. Practice and re-reading enables
children to be confident and competent when reading aloud.

PALS - partner assisted learning strategy

At Rainbow Forge we recognize that the key to excelling in and enjoying reading is fluency.
Therefore from Y3 children are trained in the PALS approach, a cooperative learning
strategy that teaches fluent reading, alongside skills in summarizing. This supports children
in moving from decoding to read to read for understanding and to monitor their reading to
ensure comprehension

Book Study

Key Stage 2 lessons are based on high quality texts, both short extracts and longer class
novels in Book Study. The skills taught include retrieval of key information, inference,
vocabulary, sequencing, predicting, understanding the intent of the author and making links
between texts. This develops the children’s comprehension strategies and deepens
understanding of a range of high quality texts.

Reading Plus

Reading plus is an online reading tool which is perfectly pitched with a child’s zone of
proximal development. It encourages children to speed up their reading while coaching
them through comprehension questions. Children access this from Y2 upwards both in
school and at home.

Accelerated Reader
It is vital that the books children are taking home and practicing are pitched well to their

ability. Children are assessed using accelerated reader to find their reading level. There is
wide range of AR books in each phase library for children to choose from.



Read Aloud

“Reading aloud to children is considered one of the most highly effective strategies for

fostering a range of literacy skills, both at home and within contemporary classrooms. “
Margaret Kriston Merga and Susan Ledger - United Kingdom Literacy Association UKLA

All teachers across the school will read aloud daily, selecting books to engage the children in
their class. The texts will be either the current class novel, or other books along the same
theme, or by the same author so children experience a range of genres and authors. In Key
Stage 1 the children read the same book over a week. From the book a “Super 6” of words
are chosen for the children to use verbally and in their writing to develop their vocabulary.

Home reading

Daily reading at home is tracked in school on a Friday. Children who haven’t read will be
identified by the class teacher and their parents will be contacted.

All classrooms have book corners with a range of texts available and they are regularly
updated and reflect the priority of reading within the learning environment as well as the
class topic. Each phase has a library that the children can visit to swap their reading for
pleasure books.

Priority Readers

Here at Rainbow Forge, we are dedicated to helping our children become strong, dedicated
readers. To do this, we have to identify those children who may slip behind. These are our
‘priority readers’

It goes on to say that we should focus on pupils whose attainment falls into the lowest 20%
nationally rather than those whose attainment places them in the lowest 20% of our school.

How we identify our ‘lowest 20%’:

e Pupils who did not meet the ELG for reading in FS2.

e Pupils who achieved ‘emerging’ in reading in FS2.

e Pupils who did not pass the phonics screening check in year one.

e Pupils who achieved an exact score of 32 on the phonics screening check in year one.
e Pupils who achieved below the expected standard in reading at the end of KS1.

e Pupils who are working towards the expected standard in reading.

Children with SEND who also meet these criteria are added to our Priority Readers list but
are additional to the lowest 20%.

We expect these children to receive extra support daily to boost their reading. These may
include phonics sessions, extra phonics keep up and catch up sessions, daily reading with a
member of staff, extra reading plus and targeted questions during reading practice sessions.

Progress of these children is carefully tracked each half term to ensure they do not get stuck
and make continued progress.



Impact

Through the teaching of reading, the aim of our provision will impact children in the
following ways:

e Learners will be able to read texts fluently and with good understanding across a
range of genres.

e Learners will develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and
information.

e Children will be able to talk about books that they enjoy and make links between
authors and texts.

e Learners will acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.

e Learners will be able to talk confidently and critically about what they have read and
consider the author’s intentions.

e Learners apply their reading confidently across a range of subjects within our
curriculum.

We monitor the impact of our reading provision through termly assessments, lesson
observations, pupil voice and monitoring of reading response books. Attainment in reading
is measured in the school using a range of formative and summative assessment methods.
Formal reading assessments are undertaken in the autumn, spring and summer terms in
Years two to six. Children in year six take National SAT tests during the Summer term.

Teachers and Teaching Assistants assess individual pupil’s decoding and comprehension
strategies through whole class reading lessons, reading practice sessions as well as with
one-to-one reading.

Teachers use the Multidimensional Fluency Rubric to ensure children are developing and
progressing in this area of reading. They also use conferencing to assess their breadth and
enjoyment of reading, this enables individual recommendations to be made to foster more
reading for pleasure.

Useful Reading Websites

https://www.booksfortopics.com/ - Recommended children’s book lists

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/ - Suggested books for children, advice
on how to read with your child, book lists, fun games, competition.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx - A
collection of nursery rhymes and songs.

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/ — Activities and support to develop language, literacy and
communication skills.
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Listening Links

At first, listening
comprehension of the
same material is better

than reading
comprehension. By the
end - they are equal and
for good readers reading
may be more efficient
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