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*Begin to develop large 
scale gross motor 
movements that begin to 
become progressively 
smaller to manipulate 
wrists  
 
How?  
Large nuts and bolds  
Tweezers- cotton wool 
balls, large pompoms,   
Threading- cotton reels- 
thick and thin laces, , large 
scale weaving outside, 
plant pots and pipe 
cleaners  
 
Children develop their 
core strength by engaging 
in mark making by using 
large scale gross motor 
movements, including 
messy play.   
 
Messy play  
Mark making on their 
tummy- floor activities. 

*Children have many 
opportunities to mark 
make inside and outside – 
with a variety of tools on 
a very large scale.  
* Make marks and 
experiment with chalk 
eggs/pencil and crayons 
(when developmentally 
ready) to make marks. 
*Development of gross 
motor skills and 
arm/finger muscles ready 
for drawing. 
*Mark making with tools 
and fingers still large 
scale. Developing 
movements into lines, 
circles.  
 

*Children develop their 
mark making and begin to 
add meaning to their marks 
e.g portraits…this is my face, 
messy mark making tray 
*Use a range of 
chalks/pencil 
crayons/pencils thick and 
thin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Look at and describe what they 
have produced describing 
simple techniques. 
*Begin to use and control  a 
variety of drawing tools on 
different surfaces: 
fingers, hands, thick and thin 
chalk, pens and pencils.  
* Develop the correct hand-grip 
to form marks. 
*Using fingers to trace in sand 
etc and progressing to pencils to 
follow pattern. 
*Produce lines of different 
thickness and tone using pencil.  
*Start to produce different 
patterns and textures from 
observations, imagination and 
illustrations. 
*Investigate different lines: 
Straight, curved, wavy, dashed. 

*Start to record simple 
media explorations in a 
sketchbook. 
*Experiment with a variety 
of media: HB & 2B pencils, 
rubbers, crayons, pastels, 
felt tips, charcoal, pen, 
chalk.  
*Develop a range of tone 
using a pencil and use a 
variety of mark making 
techniques such as: 
hatching, scribbling, dots, 
dashes, stippling and 
blending to create 
light/dark lines.  
*Observe and depict 
nature (flowers) in the 
style of Georgia O’Keiffe 
and figurative sketching 
(faces, limbs) in the style of 
Anthony Gormley. 
 

*Use a sketch book to plan 
and develop simple ideas.  
 *Continue to investigate 
tone by drawing light/dark 
lines (vertical, horizontal, 
wavy, zig-zag and curved), 
light/dark patterns, light and 
dark mark making from 
observations, light/dark 
shapes using a pencil.   
*Demonstrate control over 
the types of marks made with 
a range of media such as 
pencil crayon, felt tips, and 
pen. 
*Understand tone through 
the use of different grades of 
pencils (HB,2B,H)  
*Sketch landscapes in the 
style of George Seurat using 
‘pointillism’ style mark 
making. 
.  
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* Sensory, messy play, 
large rollers, finger 
painting, sensory paints 
(mixed with sand/porridge 
etc) large scale printing, 
large rolls of paper, tuff 
spots. 
 
*Painting- rollers, thick 
handled brushes, 
hands/fingers, with 
objects, stamps, vehicles. 

* Investigate with chunky 
brushes, natural brushes. 

*Explore using different 
sized brushes and rollers 
with poster paint,messy 
mark making tray. 

 

 

*Enjoy using a variety of 
different tools including 
different size brushes, sponges 
and fingers. 
*Recognise and name primary 
colours.  
*Explore and mix colours. 
*Investigate colour mixing using 
poster, powder and watercolour 
paints. 
*Explore working with paint on 
different surfaces and in 
different ways. 
 

*Experiment using a 
variety of different tools 
including different size 
brushes, cotton buds, 
hands and fingers to create 
marks and blending in the 
style of Claude Monet. 
*Name the primary colours 
and start to mix a range of 
secondary colours and 
tints of colour by adding 
white.  
  
 

*Begin to control marks being 
made in a range of painting 
techniques; layering and 
adding texture using cotton 
buds, cocktail sticks, straws 
and the end of a paint brush 
to create a ‘pointillist’ style 
alike Gorge Seurat’. 
*Understand how to make 
tints using white and tones by 
adding black to make darker 
and lighter shades.  
*Begin to understand the 
colour wheel and colour 
spectrums.  
*Mix all secondary colours 
confidently.  
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Different sensory 
experiences, smells, 
colour, texture  

 

 

 

*Create smaller scale 
printing, roll tyres walk in 
paint wearing wellies-
jump, walk, run. 

* Print using body parts 
(hands,feet ,fingers) to 
create a continuous flow of 
printing. 

*Print using everyday objects, 
vegetables and sponges to form 
a scene & repeat pattern. 
 
*Each print precise and clear. 
 

*Enjoy taking rubbings 
from local surroundings – 
leaves, grates, walls, path 
,signs etc. 
*Explore printing simple 
pictures with a range of 
soft and hard materials – 
cork, pen, sponge and 
fruit. 
*Continue to explore 
printing simple pictures 
using crayon etching 
technique of wax crayon, 
chalk, pencils or ball point 
pen to transfer. 
*Use equipment to print a 
clear image. 
 *Begin to identify various 
forms of printing.  
*Use printmaking to create 
repeated patterns in a Pop 
Art style. 
 

*Take simple prints – mono-
printing with ripped paper 
strips and 2D shapes to 
create a Wassily Kandinsky 
styled print. 
*Make simple marks on 
rollers and printing tools.  
*Experiment with over 
printing and colour. 
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*Weaving on garden 
structures. 
 *Deconstruction- soft play 
bricks, Megablocks, 
Sticklebricks 
 *Wooden blocks- small 
and large.   
*Small world 
enhancements- train track. 
Cars 
*Dough gym- physical, 
gross strength in arms, to 
hands. 
*Using hands and fingers 
to manipulate- 
baking/imaginative, 
potato mashers,   

* Use pincer scissors to 
snip. 
*Threading cotton reels, 
cards.  
*Threading cards, large 
objects, large beads. 
threading on to 
chopsticks, wooden rings 
onto kitchen roll holder. 
* Progress to using simple 
tools to manipulate- 
rolling pins, stamps, large 
cutters when using 
playdough. 
* Explore Stickle bricks, 
Duplo, people and 
animals.  

*Use smaller finger 
movements beginning to 
develop and use the pincer 
grip for emergent drawing, 
tweezers- different sized 
objects of differing shape, 
size, texture, pasta of 
different shapes, gears. 
*Progressing to use knifes, 
numbers and letter cutters 
in playdough area. 
*Explore via role play: 
Duplo, wooden blocks + 
extra shapes,wooden 
vehicles ,people & animals 
to build for purpose. 
* Attempt to cut with 
scissors, join with glue to 
create a collage or junk 
model using: paper plates 
straws, lolly sticks, big and 
small paper.  

*Build/construct 
height/width/balance/secure 
buildings using:Duplo (autumn 
term) Mobile ,Knex, wooden 
block and Lego. 
*Enjoy using a variety of 
malleable media – clay, 
playdough, salt dough. Impress 
and apply simple decorations.  
*Use small scale intricate fine 
motor activities to develop 
pincer/ tripod grip for sketching, 
tweezers- small objects of 
differing texture- water beads, 
beads, threading/ weaving, 
pasta on string, pegs and 
boards, cut shapes using simple 
tools and scissors. 
*Attach and join materials using 
glue, paste or tape.  
*Build a construction/sculpture 
using a variety of objects.   

*Create various poses with 
their own bodies and 
wooden mannequins. 
*Experiment with a variety 
of malleable media 
including : tin foil and pipe 
cleaners. 
*Sculpt, shape, twist and 
bend materials to form a 
figure in a variety of poses.  
*Explore the works of 
Anthony Gormley to create 
figurative sculptures. 
 
 

*Use equipment and media 
with increasing confidence.  
*Use clay and nature objects 
to create an imaginary or 
realistic portrait within 
nature- in the style of Andy 
Goldsworthy. 
*Explore and analyse ‘Nature 
art’ as a form of 3D art. 
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 * View multicultural 
books by black authors 
and illustrators. 

* View books from other 
cultures. 

*Look and talk about what they 
have produced describing 
simple techniques and media 
used. 
* Look at stories from other 
cultures. 
 

*Look and talk about their 
own work and that of 
other artists and 
techniques used. *Express 
likes and dislikes.  
*Explore a range of artists 
and crafts makers 
describing similarities and 
difference. 
 
Movement: 
Impressionist 
Contemporary 
 

*Explore different crafts and 
artists linking to their own 
work. Like and dislikes. 
Similarities and differences.  
*Express thoughts and 
feelings about art.  
Reflect and express 
challenges and successes.  
*Explain how art makes them 
feel. 
 
Movement: 
Impressionist-pointillism 
Land Art 
Contemporary 
 

 


